SUMMER 2017

EDITION

The Association thanks Portsmouth City
Council for their support in kind and
encouragement given in many ways. Views
and opinions expressed within do not
necessarily coincide with Council policies.
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
Pompey Pensioner has
always had quality,
now it has quantity as
well. Reaching its 50th edition is a major
achievement. Past editors including the
late Howell Jones, Jim Riordan and Jean
Curry and our president Cyril Saunders
are to be thanked as well as our present
hardworking editors Geraldine Johns and
Maxine Bonner.
May I also offer thanks to all of our
contributors over the years as well as
our members who have supported our
activities in recent months: renewing
your membership, coming to our monthly
meetings in the Guildhall (average
attendance 90), contributing to and
distributing ‘Pompey Pensioner’, buying
raffle tickets, campaigning and signing
petitions, organising and taking part in bus
trips and social events.
Our thanks are also due to the hard
work of PPA Officers and the Executive
Committee.
I am sure you will agree that special
thanks are due to Nell and Roger Leaver.
Nell has been a pillar of the Association
over many years,( see page 9) is a tireless
worker, and has had to put up with painful
illness in recent times. Roger has taken
on added responsibility as treasurer as
a result of the extra funding we have
attracted.
I believe that recently PPA has recorded
some remarkable achievements. More
older people in Portsmouth and elsewhere
than ever before have received and read
‘Pompey Pensioner’ which is widely
recognised as being one of the best of its
kind in the country. We are playing our
part in the annual 60+festival in October
(2nd to 13th).
We have held those in authority to
account over such issues as health and
social care, pensions, transport and traffic,
and digital inclusion. A major report on
making Portsmouth an age friendly city
will be published soon. We look forward
to working with our MPs, notably with
Stephen Morgan, as we did with his
predecessor. (see page 6) We are well on
the way to having an improved, and more
easily managed website.
In the coming months I hope we can
continue this success, as well as tackling
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some new challenges. Although leaving
the EU will (regrettably) continue to
dominate British politics for the next few
years this must not deflect organisations
like ours from defending the interests of
older people, especially those who are
not well off, are in poor health or isolated.
(see page 5) This will involve challenging
the discourse that the older generations
are wealthy, greedy and selfish. We
must campaign locally and nationally
on pensions and other entitlements,
the future funding of social care, public
transport, antisocial behaviour, as well as
creating opportunities to work, keep fit
and volunteer.

in getting to meetings. We have funds to
do this.
With our new website and a data base
of interested local people in their 50s,
60s and older, I hope we will live up to
our motto – Keeping older people in
Portsmouth ‘Informed, Involved and
Influential’.
Alan Burnett

PPA activities
The Association’s AGM was
held in the Council Chamber
at Portsmouth Guildhall
on 5 June 2017.
• In his annual report our chair, Alan
Burnett, expressed his thanks and that
of the members for all the work which
Nell Leaver, retiring President of the PPA,
has tirelessly done for the organisation
over many years. Nell was unanimously
elected as Honorary Life President.

There are future tasks that we must
tackle; first, we have to resolve, and
hopefully renew our links with older
people in Ethiopia with the help of Age
International.
I think we should make it as easy as
possible for people to join PPA and renew
their membership – maybe introducing
a life membership system such as exists
at the Enfield 55+ Forum. Then there is
my long term ambition to open a senior
centre in the city, or maybe even occupy
vacant shop premises for a limited period.
In my view another challenge for us is, as
well as looking after our current members,
to reach out to those who have difficulty

• Steve Bonner, Vice Chair and Acting
Secretary in his report, reminded
members there have been seven years of
austerity imposed by central government.
As a result free swimming and free
podiatry care for the elderly has been
stopped by Portsmouth City Council
and in the past 12 months 1500 people
have been taken off the social care
register because they were considered
to have medium to low care needs. PPA
vigorously opposed these cuts with little
success, but remains undeterred.
• Ian Ayres has raised approximately
£23000 for the Association which is to
assist with the costs of the magazine, the

Typical PPA meeting in the council chamber
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website, activities to tackle loneliness
such as the Knit and Natter group and
transport costs for those who would not
otherwise be able to attend such events.
• Muriel Cox continues to organise and
lead bus pass trips to which all members
are welcome.
• The following were elected as officers of
the Association
Cyril Saunders, President; Geraldine Johns,
Vice President; Alan Burnett, Chair; Steve
Bonner, Vice Chair & Acting Secretary;
Roger Leaver, Treasurer; and Lavinia Le
Good, Membership.
Committee members: Rob Birznieks;
Cecille Chapman; Felicity McKenna;
Surendra Zaveri; Muriel Cox; Maxine
Bonner.
• Monthly lunches arranged at local
restaurants were successfully arranged by
Lavinia Le Good.

Pictured here are some of our members, who, according to the now empty plates, have just
enjoyed a cream tea at Chimes. Lavinia has organised these for our members so contact her
if you’re interested in joining us for an afternoon tea or lunch. She’ll give you details of future
occasions.
NHS addressed PPA’s July meeting on
“the crisis in adult social care”. This was
followed by a lively question and answer
session.

• At the conclusion of the meeting
we were hugely entertained by The
Nightingales Choir.

• August and September’s meetings will
take place in the Lord Mayor’s parlour
as the prestigious council chamber is
being refurbished. Our speakers at the
respective meetings will be Gemma
Morrison from Tesco in the Community
and a representative from Portsmouth
City Council speaking on the local bus
service, traffic and parking.

• Sarah Mitchell, Special Advisor to the
Local Government Association and the

• Members are encouraged to bring
donations for the Portsmouth Food

Bank when attending the monthly PPA
meetings.
• Finally the Christmas lunch for all
members will take place on 8 December
2017 at Royal Maritime Club, Queens
Street, Portsmouth. The committee have
been able to hold the cost to £18.50 per
person. Anyone who wants to go should
contact our treasurer, Roger Leaver
• We look forward to seeing old and new
members at our future meetings.

PPA Pier to Pier Walk
We’ve decided to revive the annual pierpier walk.
This will take place on Mon. 11th Sept.
We’ll meet at 10.30am at South Parade
pier and walk in a group...or at your own
pace, to Clarence Pier. Afterwards we
hope to meet up for refreshments.
Sponsorship forms will be available
at both the Aug .and Sept. PPA
meetings ( details on reverse of mag.)
or if you telephone Steve Bonner on
02392816895. He will of course answer
any questions relating to the walk.
We hope that non-members will join us
and get to meet some of our members
this way. All money raised through
sponsorship will support PPA’s activities
and campaigning.
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Some aspects of the
Queen’s speech 2017
1. The Government will work to
improve social care and will bring forward
proposals for consultation.
South East England Forum on Ageing
(SEEFA) has said that it would like to
see better forward planning so that
older people can be reassured that their
projected health and social care needs will
be met in future.

2.

The Government will reform mental
health legislation and ensure that mental
health is prioritised in the NHS in England.
This is a welcome proposal. It is essential
that money currently identified for mental
health purposes is not allocated to other
services due to restrictions on funding of
other parts of the NHS. It is projected
that there will be increasing numbers of
older people with mental health needs
and additional resources will be required if
there is not to be a crisis in their care.

3. The Government will ensure fairer
markets for consumers; this will include
bringing forward measures to help tackle
unfair practices in the energy market to
help reduce energy bills.
SEEFA says that factors which the
Government might consider when
implementing this policy include

a) Involving older customers in the
designs of products and services
b) Ensuring that technology “works”
together for example avoiding lots of
different handsets for different devices
c) Making sure that communication aids
are not seen as subversive surveillance
The government should remember
that older people make a significant
contribution as taxpayer, consumers and
volunteers. These jointly amount to an
annual net positive contribution of £40
billion to the UK economy.
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Campaign!

July 2017
Issue 122

The NPC’s monthly bulletin for activists in the pensioners’ movement

Queen’s Speech offers consultation on social
care, but stays silent on triple lock and WFA

T

he Conservative party’s failure to get an
overall majority in the general election, now
means that a number of proposals in their
election manifesto are likely to be dropped.
For example, the plan to remove the triple lock
from the state pension in 2020 and to means-test
and remove the winter fuel allowance from up to
10 million pensioners did not appear in the recent
Queen’s Speech.
Despite this, David Gauke MP, the new head of
the Department for Work and Pensions has still
said the government will look again at indexation
in three years’ time.
What did feature in the two-year programme for
government was the announcement of a consultation on the long-term funding of social care.
This will be the tenth consultation on this issue
in 12 years and highlights how successive governments have been reluctant to tackle the crisis in
the service.
Damian Green MP, the deputy Prime Minister
told the media there would be a cap on the
amount of money that people would have to pay
for their care – but declined to say what that might
be.
Most political commentators point to the bungled Conservative manifesto pledge on social care
and the fact that minister were only told of the
plans 24 hours before they were published, as
one of the main reasons the party lost support.
Nevertheless, campaigners are concerned that
this consultation must not allow the government
to introduce its discredited and unpopular policy
through the backdoor.
Jan Shortt, NPC general secretary said: “Either a
consultation is open – or the government has already made up its mind what it wants to do, and is
simply going through the motions.”
“Whatever happens, the NPC will continue to
campaign for a tax-funded care system, as the
only fair and realistic solution to the problems.”
As part of the new government, Guy Opperman,

The
government
has promised
yet another
consultation
on the issue
of social care
funding - the
tenth in 12
years. This
suggests
there will be
even more
delay before
government
tackles the
crisis in the
system
© NPC

the MP for Hexham has been appointed as the
new Pensions’ Minister replacing Richard Harrington.
The NPC has already requested a meeting with
the new minister and will report back shortly.
The situation in social care is more complicated,
as the former care minister, David Mowat (who
suggested families needed to do more to provide
care for their loved ones) lost his seat in the election, and the government has yet to appoint his
successor.
Moreover, in Theresa May’s first period as Prime
Minister she downgraded the role from Minister of
State to Under Secretary of State.
Given the crisis in social care, the issue should
really now be dealt with at Cabinet level.
A copy of the NPC’s more detailed Post-Election
Analysis briefing paper is available on
www.npcuk.org.

MPs uncover the real crisis in social care

A shocking new report from the Communities and Local Government Committee is the
latest to reveal the extent of the crisis in the social care system. The MPs found that 28%
of care services are inadequate or require improvement and staffing is under pressure. A
staggering 47.8% of care workers leave within a year of starting and the median hourly
pay is just £7.40. Some 49% of home care workers are also on zero hour contracts,
compared with just 2.9% of the workforce nationally. Residents are also getting a raw
deal, with 96% of people paying for their own care
On average paying 43% more than state funded residents in the same home, for the
same room and the same level of care. MPs also found that one in five unpaid carers —
many of them older — receive no practical support from the local authority. Dot Gibson,
NPC deputy general secretary said: “This is the latest in a very long line of reports to
show that the existing means-tested social care system is failing both those who try to
deliver the services and those who need the support.” “The parties at the election must
spell out how they intend to tackle this problem, rather than just ignoring it.”
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LONELINESS in
PORTSMOUTH
Risk of loneliness research amongst those
65+ has been undertaken by Age UK
nationally. It is based on data obtained
from the Office of National Statistics, and
the English Longitudinal Study of Ageing.
Subjective loneliness (and isolation
which can be a contributory factor) is
widely recognised as being an issue which
affects many including older people.
Measurement and mapping are involved
in this exercise.
The factors which have been shown
to contribute to loneliness in later life
include poor health, bereavement, (single)
household composition, age and marital
status.
The information, combined with local
knowledge, should be used for targeting
services, scarce resources and promoting
outreach programmes more effectively.
Under the Care Act, councils have the
responsibility to tackle loneliness and
isolation to help prevent people needing
care and support. Portsmouth City Council
already does a great deal, for example work
by the Independence and Wellbeing team
As can be seen from the map, the risk of
loneliness in Portsmouth is concentrated
on the west of the city. That does not
mean that it is not a problem elsewhere.
But it is clear from this research that
there are concentrations and ‘hot
spots’ - areas of high risk which need
to be noted and tackled by all agencies
concerned. This includes Portsmouth City
Council, Age UK and indeed Portsmouth
Pensioners’ Association!

City of Portsmouth
Charitable Friends
Whilst facilitating the Lord Mayor of
Portsmouth coffee mornings held once
a month in the Lord Mayor’s Parlour, it
became very apparent to the committee
that attendees really looked forward to
them, meeting their friends and raising
monies for charity at the same time.
At the end of the Mayoral year we felt
that we wanted to offer a similar event
albeit at a different venue where everyone
would be welcome and still pay the small
amount of £3 for a cup of Tea/Coffee and
a piece of cake. It will be early afternoon
1-3pm.

We decided to call ourselves the “City
of Portsmouth Charitable Friends” a
group dedicated to ensure that people of
Portsmouth might have somewhere to
go, meet friends, have reasonably priced
refreshments, enjoy a good raffle and
generally have a good time raising funds at
the same time. Our first project is to raise
funds for E1; the Emergency Surgical dept.
at QA hospital Cosham.
A venue was sought and Friendship House
on Elm Grove, Southsea has been chosen.
The City of Portsmouth Charitable
Friends look forward to your company
on Thursday 14th of September 2017 but
thereafter they will be on the 3rd Thursday
of the month . So the following one will be

on the 19th of October, then 16th Nov. and
21st. Dec. then Jan. 18th 2018 and as stated
earlier, all 1pm -3pm.
Please contact me , Marcella Payne
on 07795660853 or marcella.payne@
hotmail.com for any further information
you may need.
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Report from Steve and Maxine Bonner on 2017
Pensioners’ Parliament in Blackpool

The annual NPC Pensioners’ Parliament is widely regarded as one of the most important
activities in the pensioner movement’s calendar. There is nothing else like it in the country and over the years the event has developed a number of key roles:
Education – enabling people to find out new information that they can then use in their
campaigning
Networking – offering the chance to get
together, share ideas and build friendships
Debate – providing a forum for people to
discuss ideas and have their say
Rally – inspiring the movement to continue its united campaign on key issues
Hundreds of older campaigners gathered
in Blackpool for the annual three-day,
NPC Pensioners’ Parliament from 6-8 June
2017. This was held, as always, in the spectacular Winter Gardens. The event started
with a colourful and noisy march through
the town centre, followed by a rally with a
number of well-known speakers. Day two
included sessions on the future of state
and occupational pensions, the NHS, what
Brexit means for older people, the impact
of devolution on services, transport issues
and local campaigning. Delegates were
able to pick up useful information from
a range of expert speakers as well as ask
questions and give their own views.

There was a lively exhibition area where
Steve and I displayed the PPA banner and
gave out copies of the PPA magazine. This
time we added a bit of humour by displaying a poster asking ‘How many pensioners can be stuffed into a mini.’? It was a
talking point and a bit of fun as well as
raising some cash towards the magazines
we were giving away. As there were only
two of us this time it was a bit harder to
get away from the stall to listen to many
speakers.
We were also unable to attend the social
evening this year as we had a long journey
ahead of us to get back to Portsmouth to
vote in the General Election.
Last year we attended the social in the
magnificent Empress Ballroom where
there was a live band and bar and the days
raffles, from the various stalls were drawn.
The final morning featured a panel of
MPs to discuss the crisis in social care
and debate what could be done to find a
solution.
One of the ways we can build the pensioner movement is through attending
the Pensioners’ Parliament. It promotes a
shared identity and unity in campaigning,
as well as providing the opportunity to
meet old and new friends and to socialise.
We hope next year you will decide to be a
part of this unique experience. We know
you will enjoy it if you do.
Maxine Bonner

General Election
Following the General Election in June
2017 Portsmouth has a new MP in
Portsmouth South. Stephen Morgan,
Labour, was elected with the biggest
recorded swing to Labour in the country
and Penny Mordaunt continues to serve as
Conservative MP for Portsmouth North.
PPA looks forward to working with both
of our MPs to address needs particularly
affecting older people.

Striving to reflect the views
and aspirations of the
Portsmouth Pensioners’
Association and the 36,000
seniors of Portsmouth
Covering the issues that
are vital to all Pompey
Pensioners.
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Tolpuddle 2017
In 1834, farm workers in west Dorset
formed a trade union. Unions were lawful
and growing fast but six leaders of the union were arrested and sentenced to seven
years’ transportation for taking an oath of
secrecy. A massive protest swept across
the country. Thousands of people marched
through London and many more organised
petitions and protest meetings to demand
their freedom.
The Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum tells the
harrowing tale of the Martyrs arrest, trial and punishment, leading to the foundation of modern day trade unionism.

The Festival
14-16 July 2017
Every year in July, thousands of people
enjoy the Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Festival. It is
a weekend of family entertainment, stalls,
political debate, comedy, music and a
grand procession through the village.
The GMB found us free places on their
coach to Tolpuddle and as we had several
more members wishing to go, the Unite
coach found places for them too.
The sun shone down on us as it always
seems to on this day when the awful
events of 1834 are commemorated.
The National Union of Teachers took a
section of field solely for the entertainment of the children. There were crafts,
toys, a show, dressing up clothes and a
do-it-yourself pizza and pancake tent.

The speeches from prominent national
speakers were heartfelt, earnest and in
some cases deeply moving. The cheering
crowd was wholeheartedly on their side.

held aloft. It was recently beautifully
adapted for marching by PPA member
Ruth Taylor.

Between the speakers there was live music
supplied by individuals and bands. I’m no
expert on this music but am told that they
were all well-known musicians.
Wreaths were laid at the grave of James
Hammett, one of the Martyrs accompanied by the Red Notes Choir,
In the village hall, coffee, cakes, salad
lunches and cream teas were on sale.
Other venues were cooking delicious food
too.
Some of us joined the March and as usual
the Portsmouth Pensioner’s banner was

Suddenly, Steve Morgan our recently elected Labour M.P for Portsmouth
South appeared from among the crowd
and chose to march along with the PPA
banner.
The ‘high fives’, cheers and general
camaraderie from other marchers and
onlookers seeing who we represented was
buoying, as was eye contact a wave and a
‘thumbs -up, from Jeremy Corbyn.
Great. Until next year then
Left: Jeremy Corbyn attends a service
in the memory of the Tolpuddle Martyrs at the Tolpuddle festival in Dorset.
16/07/2017
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WASPI (Women Against
State Pension Inequality)
campaign for fair transitional
arrangements (or compensation) for
women born in the 1950s whose state
pension age has been raised with little, or
no, personal notice.

Picnic in memory and
celebration of the
life of Jo Cox
This well attended event took place on
Saturday June 17th . Jo Cox, Labour MP
for Batley and Spen in West Yorkshire,
was brutally murdered on the 16th June
2016 .Brendan Cox, her widowed husband
requested that her life be remembered
and celebrated in this way. Similar events
therefore , took place throughout England.
Portsmouth’s contribution was a gathering
on the green by Canoe Lake where we were
entertained by local bands and various
performers. Blackfoot Circle + Colour of the
Jungle + The Mudlarks + Paul dillon+ Mataio
Austin Dean + Rocksteady Music School
PLUS Circus Acts + Football Skills + more
It was a pleasure to watch the up and
coming young muscisians and singers from
Rocksteady Music school . The Portsmouth
Pensioners’ Assc. circulated a photo of Jo
with these words on the reverse;
‘Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association would
like to put on record its wholehearted
support for all the efforts which are
being made to support Jo Cox. We wish
to remember her life and contribution
to improving the lives of people of all
backgrounds, and fostering tolerance and
justice in British society. We specifically
support her work in tackling isolation and
loneliness amongst all ages, but especially
among older people.
Many of our members enjoyed the
sunshine and their picnics by the lake and
we thought about and discussed the great
contribution Jo made in her short life .
PPA was saddened to learn of the recent
death of Bernard Carter-Kenny, an ex miner
who at age 77 had intervened when Jo Cox
was stabbed.
Maxine Bonner

It does not ask for the state pension
age to revert to 60.
WASPI raised its profile during the General
Election campaign and attracted a great
deal of media attention. We were sad
that Flick Drummond lost her seat but
The Government has treated us with
contempt.
Stephen Morgan, representing Labour,
took Portsmouth South and Labour
was the only party to make specific
commitments to us in its manifesto. We
look forward to working with Stephen as
our MP, for a fair solution.
There are claims of an inter-generational
voting split on Parties and issues, but
we believe many younger people share
our concerns, as we do theirs. They can
see how unfairly their mothers, aunts,
grandmothers and their friends have been
treated.
190 newly and re-elected MPs have
pledged to help us. 170 to date –
including Stephen - have signed an
Early Day Motion tabled by Labour’s
Grahame Morris that there is a “moral
duty” to ensure a fair transition for us.
On 5th July there was standing room only
at a Westminster Hall debate. MPs of
all parties spoke passionately about the
injustice done to us. Pensions Minister
Guy Opperman refused to consider
compensating us for our losses but
offered retraining opportunities (including
apprenticeships!) instead.
‘That’s Solent TV’ recently featured our
group, which you can see by going to this
website.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VDyp8NfOHU

On 16th July Solent,
Dorset and Devon
WASPI members
attended the final
day of the Tolpuddle
Festival. We handed
out leaflets and
chatted to the many
people who stopped
for more information.
We then joined
Pompey Pensioners
and other groups
taking part in the
traditional Tolpuddle
procession. We were touched by all the
applause and shouts of encouragement
we received from other marchers and
those lining the procession route.
Our message is - The parliamentary
arithmetic is now in our favour and we’re
not going away!
Shelagh Simmons and Carolyne Jacobs
Joint Coordinators for Solent WASPI
Supporters’ Group
Email: solentwaspi@gmail.com
Twitter: @solent_waspi
Find us on Facebook – Solent WASPI
Supporters’ Group
www.waspi.co.uk

Will the government
never learn on
pensions?
Once again the government has changed
the date at which the state pension age
will be paid.
Seven years earlier than previously
planned, the pension age will rise to 68
from 2037. This change will affect six
million people currently in their mid 40s.
Anyone born between 6 April 1970 and 5
April 1978 will be affected.
Not only will individuals have to work
a further year for their entitlement to
a pension their entitlement to other
benefits such as the bus pass and free
prescriptions will also be delayed.
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‘Thank you’ to Nell

on her retirement as President of the PPA
80 members attended a coffee morning funded by Age Uk at The Lord Mayor’s banqueting suite to thank
Nell for her dedication over many years to The Portsmouth Pensioners Assc.
Nell Leaver has been a member of the Assc. for over 25 years and President for the last four. She was often
the first to visit if a member became unwell or unable to get out and about. Nell organised the raffles at the
monthly Council Chamber meetings.
Her diligent organisation when it came to the Christmas Lunch and Raffle at the Royal Maritime Club…. will
be a hard act to follow. Everyone of the 90 or more diners received a personal Christmas Card from Nell and
her son Roger showing the chosen meal by that person…no mean feat. Nothing was left to chance.
Over the years she has made many friends at the PPA, and printed below is a short poem which Babs
Hutchens has dedicated to her.
A cheque and an orchid, the result of a collection by our members, was presented by Ken Ellcome the current
Lord Mayor.
There will be nobody like her
Nobody to take her place
She was a ‘one-off’
Our Nell of PPA grace,
Stalwart and True
Always looking for some good deed to do.
Never overlooking or forgetting to say,
A word of help for those in need of good cheer,
With a cheery smile and “Can we help in any way”?
‘Enjoy your retirement Nell, Hope the legs are less painful if you put them up for a change.’ Babs Hutchens
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Summer holidays of
yore…Tales of holidays
from 1930s to 1960

Memories of
Southend-on-Sea

Being a Londoner, Southend wasn’t too far
for sunny Sundays.
The names of the stations we passed
on the steam train…Canvey Island,
Tilbury, Chalkwell and Shoeburyness were
marvellous to me and still evoke the thrill
I felt as a child.
Mum took egg ,tomato and salad cream
sandwiches, fruit, and Smiths crisps with
the little blue twist of salt. Also a huge
brown tartan flask of tea.
I’d play on the shingle beach with my little
metal bucket and spade. Paddling was
allowed but not too deep.
Occasionally we’d get the electric train
along the pier, but usually we’d walk the
mile and a half to the ‘ship-like’ end. Huge
Draughts and Quoits were played on deck.
Notices on the upper deck said;
‘Don’t throw People Below’.
I could never work that out. Who would
throw a person over anyway?
Pennies were spent in the arcade, on the
polished wooden machines with glass
fronts. A flick of the leaver would send a
ball round and round the little silver cups.
To win, it had to drop into one but was
always ‘lost’ down a hole.
The visit couldn’t be complete without
gathering around the Guiness clock to
watch the mechanism come to life. One
minute the zoo keeper appeared chasing
a bear, then miraculously
the bear , now holding the
bottle returned and chased
the zoo keeper. There were
Toucans in the foray too.
My dad bent double with
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his hand cupped around the little sight on
top of his camera which unfolded from a
black rectangle into a zig-zag shape. The
sun had to be behind him so it took ages if
it went in.
My brother and I went to Peter Pan’s
Playground, the funfair; we liked the
Bumpers and the the Crooked House. A
model of Drake’s ship, The Golden Hind,
was a feature.
Early evening we sat by the bandstand
listening to music.
Sunburnt legs rubbing against the
moquette, the smell of anthracite, the
carriages, the rhythm and whistle of the
train are all part of my memories.
Maxine Bonner

NOT EVERYONES IDEA
OF A HAPPY HOLIDAY.

I was a ‘pre-war’ baby, born and brought
up in a New Forest village, about a mile
from the Fawley refinery, which was then
considerably smaller than it is today. The
village was surrounded by a number of
farms, and my Summer Holidays involved
those farms, as this was the time when,
not only did I consider that I was ‘Helping
the war effort’, I was also earning pocket
money to buy Christmas presents for my
family.
Strange as it may seem, in those far off
days, we had ‘wall to wall’ sunshine each
day, yet the grass was always green and
lush. I don’t know how Mother Nature
managed it then, but cannot do the same
now!
Each day I would check to see which
farm was ‘cutting corn’, and I would arrive,
stacking up the sheaves into stooks – six
sheaves together so that the ears would
dry and ripen. As the area of corn to be
cut was reduced, so we would wait for

the rabbits to run out, and catch them.
Nothing nicer than a nice rabbit pie or
stew, and no ration book needed! When
one field was cut, it was a case of moving
on to the next field to follow the same
process, with the same ‘end result’!
When dry, the sheaves would be collected
on the back of a horse-drawn trailer – fuel
for a tractor was used sparingly – and
taken to an area where they were formed
into a stack to await the arrival of a
threshing machine.
With a cloud of smoke and a lot of noise,
the steam engine would arrive, towing
the threshing machine, and once set up,
threshing would commence. Sheaves
were tossed from the stack to the top of
the threshing machine, using pitch forks,
where the twine was cut and the sheaves
started the process. The grain would
come out at the back of the machine,
and collected in sacks. The stalks would
be ejected to one side, and the husks
deposited under the machine. Invariably, I
was given the task of raking out the husks,
using a heavy wooden rake.
This was fine at the start of proceedings,
but as the day wore on, so the pile of
husks behind me got bigger, leaving
less space between it and the threshing
machine and I was getting tired. But
somehow, I managed, and went home
dirty, tired and a few shillings in my
pocket. Enough energy left to eat my
dinner, and bed time did not come quickly
enough.
Up with the lark the next morning!
Breakfast, and out for another day’s
Holiday, doing the work that I enjoyed,
and getting paid for it!
Not everyone’s idea of a Happy Holiday,
but I thoroughly enjoyed it!
Cyril Saunders
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1.    I have been in many
places, but I’ve never been
in Cahoots.
Apparently, you can’t go
alone. You have to be in
Cahoots with someone.
2.    I’ve also never been
in Cognito. I hear no one
recognizes you there.

Holiday across the pond
In common with most of the population in
the early post war years summer holidays
for my family were non- existent.
But 1964 was very different.
In 1936 when my mother was 13 years
old she started to correspond with a

penfriend called Avis who lived in a tiny
village, Churchville in New York State,
USA. These 2 girls wrote about their
lives, and shared their loves; during the
war years the American family sent food
parcels to war torn and impoverished
London.
Both girls married. Avis never had
children & my mother was
widowed after 5 years of
marriage. Avis continued
to support my family with
magnificent Christmas
parcels including gifts of
toys and sweets which were
simply not available in the
UK.
Then we were invited for an
all expenses holiday to stay
with Avis and her husband
for 3 weeks in August 1964.
Avis lived in a detached
house with a large garden

and a stream, known as “the crick”,
running through it, such a contrast to our
council house in Portsmouth. The food
we had was delicious, plentiful and so
different. That was when I developed my
lifelong love of Root Beer.
Churchville is in the fruit belt of New York
State and our hosts bought peaches by
the bushel and sweet corn by the arms
full.
We played with the village children, had
barbecues, ate steak, sat on the horses of
Native Americans, visited Niagara Falls,
and in bed at night my sister and I would
listen to the train whistle as it roared
along the tracks close to Churchville on its
way to other exotic destinations.
The correspondence continues: Avis
and my mother are both long gone, but
I am still in contact with Avis’ family.
Contact now is mainly by social media,
with immediate access to photos and
comments on Facebook.
The holiday was wonderful but so also
has been the lifelong connection with
penfriends in America.
Geraldine Johns

3.   I have, however, been in
Sane. They don’t have an
airport; you have to
be driven there. I have
made several trips there,
thanks to my children,
friends, family and work.
4.     I would like to go to
Conclusions, but you have
to jump, and I’m not
too much on physical
activity anymore.
5. I have also been in
Doubt. That is a sad place
to go, and I try not to
visit there too often.
6. I’ve been in Flexible, but
only when it was very
important to stand
firm.
7. Sometimes I’m in
Capable, and I go there
more often as I’m getting
older.
8. One of my favourite
places to be is in Suspense!
It really gets the
adrenaline flowing and
pumps up the old heart! At
my age, I need all the
stimuli I can get!
9.    I may have been in
Continent, but I don’t
remember what country
that
was in. It’s an age thing.
They tell me it is very wet
and damp there.
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Car camping...
all the ‘vogue’

I was born in Stamshaw in the 1920s, and we were a large family, six brothers and
five sisters. No one went away on holiday but we all had fun days. There was a large
swimming pool in Stamshaw, one in Alexandra Park just up the road, and also Hilsea
Lido. I would take two younger sisters to the pool on warm sunny days. We went to
the free toddler’s splash pool rather than pay at the main swimming pool, but we had
many happy hours there.
Mother would make us a pack of bread and jam and a large bottle of water, and were
told we had to come home at 4pm for a hot dinner. I didn’t have a watch but at 4pm
home we went.
Other days we would go to the park where there was an enclosed area with swings
and roundabouts and always lots of other children to play with.
My school friend was Pat. Her mother invited me on a trip to the beach once with Pat
and her sister. Mother said I could go, and what a special treat it was! We had a ride
on the tram and during the afternoon Pat’s mother gave me a large slice of cake and a
drink of lemonade! I still enjoyed my Mum’s hot dinner but we did not get home until
5pm.
I also went on two Church outings on the bus where we had games and little packed
lunches. I don’t suppose the children would enjoy that today but I was quite happy.
When I started work and earned some money I took my mother out on little trips on
my day off. I don’t remember her ever going out anywhere special with Father.
Nell Leaver

My First Holiday

My mother cooking fried breakfasts in the
hedgerows in the country lanes, healthy
coastal walks, and family days on the
beach in the sun in Pembrokeshire ….that
is what it was supposed to be about.
We were ‘car camping ‘in a Singer Vogue
Estate for two weeks. Mum and Dad slept
in the driver’s and front passenger seats,
with blankets over them; my brother and
I slept on the back seat folded down so at
least we could lie full stretch.
We had to make sure we used the loos
when we were out and about. Evening
entertainment was endless hands of whist,
played under the light of the car, always
making sure the battery did not go flat.
Any way …it rained ….and rained …and
rained. Mum managed to cook only one
breakfast; cornflakes got soggy …and not
just with milk! We had rain sodden towels
at St David’s bay as we were determined to
have one swim on our holiday.
After just over a week mum and dad called
it a day and decided to head back to Kent.
With the money saved from our early
return we had a ‘posh’ meal out. We asked
for carrots but were told in a soft Welsh
accent “No carrots”…..so it has become
the memorable ‘no carrots ‘holiday in our
family folklore.
Ian Ayres

Fifties Landport living was always brightened by trips to the beach, but the
highlight of my early years was staying in Auntie Vi’s pub in rural Berkshire. She had
left Portsmouth for work to support her widowed Stamshaw mother and siblings in
the thirties and had married a publican.
We set off for The Spratt in Uncle Len’s jalopy to another world of chickens, beer
barrels and dogs in the yard, funny accents and the sound of cockerels and the dawn
chorus. Our cousins camped in the garden and we climbed trees in the Orchard
and ate from huge joints and home grown fruit and veg. The countryside smelled
damp and luscious and we waved to the trains from the fields at the embankment
or caught tiddlers and crabs to examine and return to the streams. Dad always
gave us holiday pocket money and we visited Woolworth’s in Didcot’s Broadway
where they provided tiny self service baskets just for children. I bought dangly pink
earrings. Being behind the bar was exciting and customers were friends, serving
themselves and throwing money in a box. Auntie said ‘help yourself to cheeselets
from the glass jar on the bar’
Karen Nash
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TO BE TAKEN WITH A
PINCH OF SALT!
In Jamaica you can get

a steak and kidney pie
for £1.75, a chicken and
mushroom pie for £1.60 and
an apple pie for £2.15.

In St Kitts and Nevis,

a steak and kidney pie will
cost you £2, a chicken pie
(without mushrooms) is
£1.70 and a cherry pie can be
yours for £1.95.

In Trinidad and Tobago,

that steak and kidney pie
comes in at £2.50, but you
can buy two for £3.50, while
the chicken and mushroom
pie is £2.25, or two for
£3.25. They also offer meat
and potato pie for £2, or
two for £3. Their apple pies
and cherry pies are often
sold for £2.75, or two (any
combination) for £4.75.
Those my friends are the
Pie Rates of the Caribbean.

Memories of beach trips
as a child

My mother was a member of a Beetle
Drive group which arranged day trips for
their families, generally to Whitley Bay
in the North of England which is where I
am from.
A tent which had little pockets around its
base was hired and it was the children’s
job to fill these with sand to anchor it.
The adults hired deckchairs.
Once we’d settled, the mums would go
off to get hot water to make a cup of tea
after which we’d eat lunch and then play
games.
Lunch would be salmon and cucumber
sandwiches which mum always cut into
triangles. My mother was in service
and always did everything correctly.
Sometimes we would have cheese
and pickle. Once I asked if I could have
sugar in a sandwich like one of the other
families and my father refused saying
that I had jam.
We would have had
Rock cakes ,lemon
curd or jam tart
, all made by my
mother. She’d make
a different cake
every week.
Sometimes it
would be egg
custard tart or
apple or rhubarb
pie. The rhubarb
was home grown in
our large garden.
We children just
wanted to take off
our clothes and
make for the sea,

but were told to wait until everything
was done so that we could be watched as
the water was too far away.
I don’t ever recall it being hot. I just
remember my mum wrapping me in a
towel after being in the water because
my lips were blue. I was told to sit in the
tent to warm up and have something to
eat.
I remember us making sand castles while
the adults played rounders.
Once we’d emptied out the little pockets
of sand from the tent we’d return it
along with the deckchairs. The tent
and chairs must have had a refundable
deposit which paid for the chips we
bought before boarding the coach for our
journey home.
Going home was lovely. It was from
these trips that I learnt Vera Lynn songs
and ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’ as the
adults used to sing on the journey back.
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up the area and, after a few quiet and
thoughtful moments in the church, go for
refreshments in the café next door which
was once the school room where June began
her formal education many years ago.

Winchester Mayfest 2017

On a lovely sunny morning six of us met
for our trip to Winchester. By the time
we arrived it had unfortunately started
raining. It was market day too and
crowded with shoppers.
‘Jingling’ Morris Dancers walked among
the shoppers as they made their way from
one venue to another. Unfortunately, due
to slippery grass following the rain, their
performance areas were limited. Even the
Maypole remained under cover which
was disappointing for us. Although the
different styles of dance and colourful
costumes made up for it .
It all culminated in a big Dance Display in the
Abbey gardens, some of which we saw before
catching our bus for the journey home.
Ironically , out came the sun on our return
journey , and it turned out to be a lovely
evening. It was a very enjoyable day in
spite of the weather.

June worked so hard for the PPA as
secretary. She also organised the knitting
and bus pass trips. This is why I have
continued with the trips and the knitting
group. I know it’s what she would have
wanted and I feel it’s a way of keeping her
memory alive too.
On or around the 18th June I arrange a bus
trip to Bosham. It is in memory of the last
Bus Trip that June was able to organise and
attend in 2014 before becoming too ill.

Remembering
our dear friend June.

June Clarkson was a good friend to me;
helpful, cheerful, and genuine. I personally
miss her very much.
It is for this reason that I visit the site in
Swanmore where her ashes are buried in the
churchyard of St.Barnabas. Sometimes I go
alone and on other occasions take other PPA
members as one of my bus trips.
We always leave a nice plant and tidy

Introducing the Book Bus!
A Mobile Library service that brings the books to you!

The Mobile Library- run by Portsmouth City Council Library Service features a wide range of book stock to cater to all tastes from bestselling crime
authors such as M.C Beaton and Peter James to contemporary and classic
fiction. The van also holds a great range of large print books and spoken word
cd packs for those who prefer larger text or to listen to their books.
If you’re looking for information the Mobile Library has a selection of nonfiction books on health, cookery and travel, as well as biographies, plus
much more.
The Mobile Library also has a great range of picture books and books for
children and young people. We run rhyme times and story times on the
Mobile at our stops.
Our friendly team of drivers are happy to help with any enquiries you may have and if there is a book you’d like to read that is not in
stock on the Mobile, we can reserve items from our static library branches for you for a small fee.
Your Portsmouth Library card can be used on the Mobile Library as well as at all nine of our static libraries. Want to join? No problem,
it’s free and easy to join on board.
The Mobile Library stops weekly as the following locations. For convenience we serve some major out of town Superstores where
parking, shopping and getting your books all in one hit is so convenient.
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Morning
Drayton Lane / Havant Road 9.30 - 12:30
London Road (opposite Amberley Road) 9.30 - 12:30
Farlington, Sainsbury’s car park 9.30 - 12.30
North Harbour, Tesco’s car park 9.30 - 12.30

Afternoon
Ludlow Road, Paulsgrove 1pm - 4:30pm
Eastney, Fort Cumberland Road 1.30pm - 4:30pm
Mayfield Road / Copnor Road 1.30pm - 4:30pm
Anchorage Park, Morrison’s car park 1.30pm - 4:30pm
Drayton Lane / Havant Road 1.30pm - 4:30pm
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What the Dickens!
by Margaret Durrant
“What the Dickens” is a phrase we all know well, and others
too, such as “Don’t be a Scrooge”. Characters from Dickens’s
wonderful stories - Mr Pickwick, Oliver Twist, Little Nell, David
Copperfield – the list is endless.
On Friday, 9th June, the anniversary of Charles Dickens’s death,
I took a coach party to London. Our first port of call was
Borough High Street. Whilst in this area we visited Lant Street,
where Dickens lodged while his family were in the Marshalsea
Debtors’ Prison; the George Inn, the only remaining galleried
inn in London; the Church of St. George the Martyr; the
only surviving wall of the Marshalsea Prison; and Southwark
Cathedral.
On to 48 Doughty Street, which is the main Charles Dickens
Museum, but which was his home from 1837 to 1839. The
house is set out just as it would have been in 1837, with many
original pieces – furniture, china and portraits.
Finally to Westminster Abbey for Evensong, and the wreathlaying ceremony at the grave of Charles Dickens in Poets’
Corner. It was a wonderful service, held in a truly magnificent
building. It was a long day, but well worth it.
The Dickens Fellowship meets on the second Tuesday of each
month, September to June, at St. Swithun’s Church Hall,
Waverley Road, Southsea. Interested? If so, call Margaret
Durrant 02392 864626.

St. Mary’s church May Fayre
Pictured here is the PPA contribution to the St. Mary’s church May
Fayre which took place as always on May Day.
When booking our table we were asked to add an activity or
competition and as you can see we came up with ‘How many
pensioners can you stuff into a mini’?
The mini was a specific one, a British Leyland. About 50 people had
a go @50p each and there was much speculation . Steve Bonner
insisted as long as the knees were inside then the legs could be
sticking out. We thought of a number, an educated guess really, with
the help of Google. Mr Chandler, a PPA member was spot on with
N0.7 and won a bottle of Prosecco.
Some guesses made the mind boggle, 100!! Really?
The result of this activity was much chatting and laughter and we’d
like to thank all those who took part and entered into the spirit of it.
Maxine Bonner

Karen Nash updates her article on the
Mental Capacity Act (issue 49).
The Care Quality Commission inspected mental health and mental
capacity at Queen Alexandra Hospital in May 2017, according to
the Director of Corporate Affairs at a May 2017 public constituency
meeting. The report is awaited but meanwhile the hospital has been
told that improvements are required.
Karen has identified that the hospital has made some improvements
to the safeguarding of patients when it uses the Mental Capacity Act in
urgent cases when depriving patients of their liberty. It has reduced the
time for notifying the Local Authority of the deprivation of liberty from
seven days to two. The hospital does not routinely give the next of kin
any document recording the decision, and has yet to produce a central
log of those detained.
Neither posters nor leaflets explaining the new system have been
displayed.
Karen has asked the Director of Corporate affairs to address the MCA
in future Portsmouth Hospital Trust public constituency meetings. She
is campaigning for better safeguarding and information in the first two
days of urgent authorisation and greater transparency for research,
accountability and safeguarding.
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KNIT and MIX

BEETROOT JELLY
sent in by Jacqui Denny.
This knitting and socialising group set
up by Muriel Cox is thriving. Premises
have been found in the comfortable
Buckland Community centre and thanks
to a generous grant from Aviva (secured
by Ian Ayers) we are able to provide free
refreshments in the form of teas, coffees
and cakes, and if necessary, transport, for
those attending.
Members of the PPA and non-members
are welcome as the aim of the group is
to provide a social gathering for anyone
feeling isolated or unable to travel easily.
Contrary to its title, knitting is not
essential. Those that knit, do so for
themselves or charities; hats and scarves
for seafarers, ’fiddle muffs’, teddies for
disaster areas and blanket squares. Some
sew or crochet and others just prefer to
come and chat.
We’ve met on a couple of Mondays, and
sometimes because of Bank Holidays,
on Fridays. We’ve tried mornings and
afternoons too. We’ve yet to decide which
time is most popular.

Ingredients
I pack or about 5 medium cooked
beetroot.
I pack of Raspberry Jelly…eat three of the
cubes!
100mls of boiling water
100mls of White Wine Vinegar.
Method
Boil the kettle
Cut beetroot up into small chunks and put
in a large bowl.
Melt the jelly in the boiling water…a
microwave sometimes helps to dissolve it
completely.
Add 100mls of White Wine Vinegar
Pour this liquid over the beetroot and
leave overnight.

Dear Editors of Pompey Pensioner Geraldine & Maxine
I just wanted to say a massive thank you
for fitting our article into issue 49 on page
20. Our Chairman (also a volunteer) –
Geoff Wilson – spotted it and has given
me a copy today.
We’ve also had an enquiry already from
someone who is interested in volunteering
after seeing it which is brilliant.
We look forward to hopefully meeting
you in person in January 2018 at the
Portsmouth Pensioners Association
meeting we have been booked onto by
Steve – thank you Steve
Kind regards …. Suzy
Suzy Gage
Home Start, Support and friendship for
Families.
Big Hopes Big Future Co-ordinator

This is meant to be good with pate or cold
meats. Nice for a picnic. I’ve heard that
Port can be used instead of the White
wine vinegar too.
Maxine

The Buckland Community Centre do an
excellent and very reasonably priced lunch
as many of the group have discovered.
As it is becoming so popular we may
expand into other venues and are looking
to start a similar group in the North of the
City.
Anyone interested in this activity should
contact Steve Bonner, 02392816895, for
details of the next Knit and Mix.
If you are unable to use public transport
or if you live in the Portsmouth area but
the venue is difficult to reach, we will
reimburse your taxi fare. But you’ll need
to request a receipt from the driver.
Steve Bonner

“I think I’ve nailed it
dear, either we have
a grocery delivery
coming or I’ve
booked us a holiday
in Iceland”.

There are
five stages of
adulthood
1. Lager
2. Aga
3. Saga
4. Viagra
5. Gaga
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What a day!
What a memory!
A few years ago, Buckingham Palace
opened its doors to the public, and my
wife, Rosemarie, and I took the opportunity
to visit and see the splendour only seen
previously on film or in photographs.
Having been brought up in a small New
Forest village, even just a trip to London
would have raised so many questions from
interested friends.
To receive an invitation to a Garden Party
at Buckingham Palace was beyond the
wildest dream of this ‘country boy’, but
that is what happened.
Once we accepted the invitation the worry
began; What to wear, how to get there
etc. I dressed appropriately in a suit and
wore a tie bearing the Portsmouth Crest.
Rosemarie, with the assistance of our
daughter, Hilary, chose a suitable dress,
shoes and a ‘fascinator’! Problem solved!
After breakfast, at the Union Jack Club near
Waterloo station, we changed for the big
occasion. In the foyer we joined members
and former members of the armed forces
and their partners, all heading for the same
venue. When we arrived at the main gates
by taxi, others were already waiting for
admission.
Once the gates were opened, our identities
were checked, and we made our way to
the main entrance leading to the inner
courtyard. there were a number of staff on
hand to assist those less mobile – including
me, to climb the steps to the Palace.
On entering the main reception area, we

could see the picture galleries to left and
right, and ahead the gardens were visible,
with tables, parasols and marquees, all
bathed in sunshine.
We were seated at a table shaded by a
parasol, and listened to the military band
located some distance away, by the lake.
Prince Harry appeared at the top of the
steps leading to the garden and the band
struck up the National Anthem. He came
down to speak with a number of service
veterans and as he appeared to be enjoying
himself, I think he would have spoken to
many more had there been time.
After sandwiches, cakes, and tea, we took
a leisurely stroll round the garden – quite
an oasis in the heart of a very busy city. As
a keen gardener it was a delight, but also
frustrating as I didn’t get any cuttings! For
security reasons I’d left the penknife at
home.
We returned to our table for strawberries
and cream, and an opportunity to meet
and speak with Aled Jones, the Welsh
singer. He came across as a genuine, caring
person.
It is said that ‘All good things come to an
end’, as did our lovely day at the Garden
Party. On our departure we were most
amused to see, parked outside of the
Palace, in front of the Queen Victoria
Memorial, a van bearing the words
‘Sovereign Recovery.’ As Her Majesty was
not in residence at the time, we assumed
that it was a false alarm!
We made our way back to the Union Jack
Club to have a meal and pick up our cases,
before heading for home.

What a day! What a memory!
I thought that events like that only
happened to others,
But it happened to Rosemarie and me!
Cyril Saunders
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What came first the fox or the egg?

I couldn’t get any plant to survive in one particular garden pot. I
tried different positions in the garden, phostrogen, different types of
plants and new compost. I did notice that some mornings the soil
had been disturbed, probably by a cat or fox.
Eventually I gave up and decided I’d try emptying the pot and
sterilising it in some way. I tipped it out onto the garden and
noticed an eggshell in it. We usually crush these before putting in
the composter but I assumed we’d not been so careful with this
one. On closer examination I became aware that the chicken egg
was actually whole. I carefully lifted it to examine more closely. It
was stamped with a date from a while ago, definitely past its sell by!
Checking on- line gave me the information that foxes sometimes
carefully bury these whole eggs as a squirrel might bury nuts for
hard times ahead.
It posed the question, where had it been stolen from?
I also realised how delicately that fox had taken it into his mouth
and carried it to be buried in my pot. I felt rather honoured.
However I recalled as a child, before rigorous egg marketing board
regulations, being sent back to the Co-op with a bad egg in a cup. It
had to be covered because it reeked like nothing on earth.
This smooth undamaged egg was actually a time bomb! The only
way I could think of getting rid of it was to seal it inside a plastic jar
and dispose of it in the dustbin.
Maxine Bonner

Nature is Beautiful !!

Look how instinctively, the mother croc
carries the baby in its mouth.

Personal Choice Weekly Activities

Supporting the Well Being of People Aged 50+ in Portsmouth
Advice Centre: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm
Free Independent Advice
Tuesday: Job Club – 2pm - 4pm – Free
Wednesday: Computer Club – 10am - 12pm – Free
Wednesday: Lunch Club – 12:30pm - 2pm – £4
Wednesday: ‘Prime Time’ Social Group – 2pm - 3pm – Free
Thursday: Curling (monthly) 2—4pm – Free
Monthly trips out!

For enquiries please call 02392 346 440 or pop in:
Personal Choice, Oasis the Venue, 1A Upper Arundel Street,
Portsmouth, PO1 1NP.
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FIRST EXPERIENCE
OF WORK
At the very end of the year of the Queen’s
Coronation (’53) I tuned 15 and in the
New Year I started work. My school had
taught shorthand and typing so I wanted
to work in an office. My shorthand wasn’t
good but I loved, and was good at, typing.
I went for an interview at a solicitor’s
office in Hampshire Terrace and got the
job. As a very timid 15 year old I was very
much in awe of authority.
The solicitors’ office was called Maidment,
Morgan & Palser. Maidment & Morgan
had long since departed so the senior
solicitor was Mr Palser. He was an
important man and I was terrified of him.
He reminded me of Gilbert Harding a very
grumpy TV personality. When Mr Palser
had finished with a packet of deeds (called
a bundle) he used to toss them to the
other side of the room and they ended up
in a big pile. I was then called to pick them
up and file them in pigeon holes .
Actually looking back now I think he was
probably quite a kind man, and there was
no reason for me to be frightened of him.
My basic job was the junior in reception.
It was a small narrow room with a high
counter surrounded by a glass panel.
Three of us worked there, the supervisor
had a proper desk and a chair but two
of us sat up at the counter on high
chairs (like Bob Cratchett in Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol) with our typewriters.
The firm had 2 telephone lines and to
know which line was ringing a piece of
metal called an eyeball fell down. We
typed legal documents and mistakes were
not allowed. Another task was to sew up
the documents with red ribbon a very
specialised job, they were then sealed
with wax, made by lighting a candle
and melting a stick of sealing wax …Oh
how many times I burnt my fingers. Very
occasionally I had to witness a document
being signed and I sometimes wonder
where those documents are today.
One of my jobs every day, regardless
of the weather (snow, pouring rain,
whatever) was to walk along Hampshire/
Landport/Kings/Terraces and beyond,
delivering letters to various offices. Later
I returned and delivered to the various
offices in what is now Guildhall walk.

I cannot remember how much I was paid
but I think it was probably about £1.10
shillings or £2; I worked Monday to Friday
and Saturday mornings, and had an hour
for lunch. I worked there very happily for
about 3 to 4 years.
Today the building is a dental practice and
when I am sitting in the very room under
the dental drill I try and remember what
the feeling was like all those years ago.
Christine Brown

FIRST JOBS.
Having passed 8 ‘0’ levels with good
grades, I decided to go on to A levels,
University and Teacher’s Training college
but my plans were thwarted as I was
unable to study the subjects that I wanted
when choosing my subject combinations.
Having successfully completed a one year
secretarial, clerical and administration
course my first job was therefore as a
clerk/typist in the Youth and Community
Service Dept. of Portsmouth City
Council. It was based in an old Victorian
House in Victoria Road South. My
hours were 8.30am to 5.15pm with
an hour and a quarter for lunch. Due
to my qualifications, my basic salary
had increments added which meant
that I earned the grand sum of £549
pa. However I was not able to claim
increments for all of my qualifications,
i.e. my RSA stage 11 and 111 certificates
(Distinction) and those for my Shorthand
for speeds up to 140wpm. because it was
considered that no-one under 18 should
have these.
My journey to work was a bus from
Highbury Estate to Cosham station, a
train to Fratton and then I walked to the
office.
The Youth and Community Service was
run by Fred Nicholson a well-known
member of Portsmouth City Council. He
was the founding member of the Buckland
Community Centre. Other officers were
Cyril Windsor, Mrs Skinner and Ernie
Twigg. The office Administrator was Iris
Ives, a very friendly and supportive lady.
I shared my office with Ella Pilcher. Miss
Pilcher who was disabled, lived with her
mother in Highland Terrace Eastney.
She’d led a sheltered life and made a
tremendous effort to be friendly in spite
of being shocked at some of my exploits
as a 17 year old. The office atmosphere
was very formal. We referred to each

other by our surnames as use of first
names was discouraged. My miniskirts did
not conform to the strict dress code and I
felt very frumpy and unfashionable in the
dresses I made for myself to comply with
their expectations.
The work of our department was to
oversee and assist all of the community
centres and youth clubs in Portsmouth
and surrounding areas; these included
Widley, Purbrook and Horndean.
Information sheets were sent to all of the
clubs on a weekly basis. Often there were
surveys and questionnaires too. I created
all of these on an old battered Imperial 66
typewriter which used to stick if I typed
too quickly. The stencils were typed up
to be duplicated on an old Gestetner
duplicator. I had to type out the sets of
envelopes too , 108 envelopes with at
least three mail shots a week. I would
look enviously at Miss Pilcher’s Olympia
typewriter which seemed much easier to
use.
Another of my jobs was to bank all of
the money brought by staff from the
Centres each week. These included
subscriptions and payment for activities. I
had to record them in a ledger and count
the money to be banked. It amounted
to £700-800 which was a small fortune
in 1969. Sometimes it was even more if
special events had been held. Each Friday
at around 11am I carried this money in a
shopping bag to the National Provincial
Bank in Fratton Road. No thought was
given to my security or safety.
It wasn’t long before I realised I’d made a
mistake and was missing the company of
my own age group. My colleagues were
friendly but they found that having a
young person in their midst was difficult
for them. Fortunately these supportive
colleagues recognised my capabilities and
encouraged me to seek more suitable
employment which I very soon did.
Eventually I returned to study. There
followed a Degree , and I fulfilled my
ambition to become a teacher in 1987.
Evelyn Grant ( nee Goddard)

Portsmouth Pensioners’
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ASSOCIATION
Est. 1991

Keeping Portsmouth’s 36,000 over 60s

INFORMED
INVOLVED
INFLUENTIAL

If you would like to know more about PPA,
Join or write in our magazine please come
to a meeting on the first Monday of every month
at the Portsmouth Guildhall Council Chamber
from 1.30pm

Supported by

http://pompeypensioners.webplus.net
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Marie Curie launches volunteer
‘Helper’ service in Portsmouth

Marie Curie Helper
Portsmouth

Marie Curie is celebrating the launch of its Helper service in Portsmouth and
is calling on people to consider volunteering a few hours of their time each
week to support local people with terminal illnesses and their families. The
charity is looking for people who are interested in becoming a ‘Marie Curie
Helper’, a volunteer who can visit someone with a terminal illness in their
own home to provide companionship and emotional support, as well as
practical help.
While it has previously been available in other parts of the country, this is the first time that
people in Portsmouth have been able to benefit from the service.
Marie Curie Helper volunteers give around three hours a week of their time to offer a
friendly ear and the opportunity to talk through any
worries. Volunteers also help by providing practical
support, information about local services and enabling
carers and family members to take a short break.
Rachel Hatcher, Marie Curie Helper Service Manager
for Portsmouth, said: “We’re delighted that the Helper
service is now available to people across Portsmouth
and we would love for people in the area to sign up and
become a Helper volunteer. It’s a great local service
providing vital one-to-one support to people living with
a terminal illness and, in many cases, their families or
carers too.
“People can choose how much time they would like
to spend with their Helper volunteer – they might just
want to chat or there might be something practical the
volunteer can help with. The service is entirely base d
around their needs.”

Someone who’s
there to help you
Support when you need it if you or
someone you care about is living
with a terminal illness

Emma Hamlyn, who has recently signed up as a Marie
Curie Helper, said: “With a young family who are now in
school full time, I wanted to do something worthwhile
with my time now I’m in a position to do so. My friend
who passed away from cancer and had multiple sclerosis
was also my inspiration for wanting to join Marie Curie.
I have been through cancer myself and throughout my
journey I quickly came to realise that not everyone
has someone in life they can turn to. I think my own
experiences not only made me realise that there are a
lot of people who need the support of someone from
an organisation such as Marie Curie, it also gave me an
appreciation of the pressures and strains of carers and
the importance of giving them a bit of time out too.
“I’m looking forward to making a difference, in whatever
way I can to both my client and their carers.”
To find out more about the Marie Curie Helper service
in Portsmouth please email portsmouth.helper@
mariecurie.org.uk or call free 0800 304 7023 (Monday
to Friday, 9am to 5pm). For more information about
Marie Curie Helper visit

www.mariecurie.org.uk/helper.
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Fire Brigades Union
comment on Fire
Cuts and Fire Safety
By Mark Chapman, Vice Chair,
Hampshire Fire Brigade Union

Recent tragedies have unfortunately proven that it’s scale not frequency
of incidents that must shape the resilience we need to build our
emergency response services upon.
Cuts to frontline services have
continuously been based on the claim
that fire calls have halved, whilst
firefighters continuously & professionally
challenge those cuts with the logical
argument that when a fire does
occur they are no less hot, physically
demanding or arduous to bring to a safe
close.
Firefighters stated that less firefighters
would mean slower attendance times,
but also the time it takes for an effective
response to arrive. An effective response is
the number of firefighters and supporting
resources it requires to make the necessary
rescues and extinguish the fire.
It is with regret that they were proven
right.
There are now 11,000 less firefighters
serving our communities since 2010
(Almost one in five or 19% of frontline
firefighter posts slashed)
139 less fire engines.
40 less fire stations.
Fire control operators have been cut by
25% for the same period
Response times are now slower than they
were 20 years ago.
Subsequently Fire deaths have increased
by 15% (not including Grenfell Tower fire)
Regressive legislation changes put critical
health and safety risk assessments at the
responsibly of property owners.
Cut backs forced by Austerity & Deregulation resulted in fire services stepping
back from inspections to focus on their
primary role of response.
Subsequently Fire Safety checks at tower
blocks and commercial premises have

been cut by a 25% since 2010.
Fire safety audits have decreased in the five
years from 2011 to 2016, from 84,575 to
63,201.
This substantial decline in fire prevention
inspections is a direct consequence of cuts
to fire service budgets, which have fallen
from £419.9 million in 2011 to £326.8
million in 2020
A recent freedom of information request
submitted to Southampton city council
revealed that it had carried out fire risk
assessments on only 200 of its 1,023
blocks of flats.
Locally, Portsmouth’s largest fire station
based at Southsea had its budget
slashed by £578,736, resulting in 16 less
firefighters, smaller fire engines and an
aerial ladder platform that can no longer
be primary crewed;

Editor’s note, (Certain Firemen are
specifically trained for operating these
ladders. If an aerial ladder is required, the
specifically trained individuals from various
stations now have to be sent for as they
can no longer afford to support a complete
crew at each station. This means valuable
time is lost before arriving at a fire.)
Incidentally a late intervention to review
Portsmouth’s cuts was not supported by
deputy council leader (and Portsmouth’s
only Fire authority member) Cllr Luke
Stubbs, in fact he spoke against it.
This country deserves a greater level of fire
safety provision, made possible through
sufficient investment and legislative
reform, that in turn secures a fire service
with the capacity to ensure the highest
level of prevention, enforcement and
response.
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‘Serving Portsmouth for over 30 years’

CHOOSE LALYS
PHARMACY FOR
Healthcare
Prescriptions
Home delivery
Personal Service
Exclusive Offers
facebook/lalys-pharmacy
@LalysPharmacyUK

What you need,
brought to your door

SIGN UP AT

www.lalyspharmacy.co.uk

page 24 | Summer 2017

PompeyPensioner Issue No. 50

We are delighted that Lalys have chosen our magazine for their advertisement. By displaying our magazines and donating raffle prizes they’ve always
shown their support for Pompey Pensioners’.
I recently came across a great scheme in Scotland to help isolated older people.
The Food Train organizes food to be delivered by a friendly volunteer. Groceries
are ordered by those in need or their
family. A small charge is made and
at the same time a check is made on
the welfare of the older person. The
charity operates in Scottish rural
areas but also cities. Maybe such a
project could be tried here in Pompey.
Jenny Burnett

BECOME A MEMBER
OF THE PPA

Membership runs from January
to December. The fee is £5 and a
membership card is issued. There is an
application form on the back page of
this magazine
Meetings are the first Monday of the
month unless it’s a bank holiday in
which case it is on Tuesday instead.
To encourage renewing our dues
on time, Lavinia, our membership
secretary runs a membership draw
during the first three months of the
renewal period.
Renewal can be undertaken by post
to the address below but please
remember to include a SAE and a
cheque for £5 made out to Portsmouth
Pensioners’ Association.
Membership joining and renewal:
Lavinia Le-Good, 69, Westwood Road,
Hilsea PO2 9QP

Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association were delighted to be awarded a generous grant by
One Stop convenience stores Carriers for Causes Scheme.
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Sporting summer
of 2017

Be clear about what you
want to happen to your
estate after you die.

As the season comes to an end we
could not let the retirement of two
of the world’s greatest athletes go
unmentioned.
Thank you for bringing such joy to
so many Mo Farah, British four times
Olympic Champion and World Champion
gold and silver medallist, and Usain Bolt,
Jamaican sprint gold medallist. Both
men bowed out at the close of the World
Championships held in London this
August.
This summer has seen many British
sporting achievements including:
at the World Championships a Gold
medal for the Great Britain & Northern
Ireland men’s 4x100m relay, silver for the
women’s 4x400m relay and bronze for
the men’s 4x400m relay;
Chris Froome once again won the Tour de
France
In cricket England’s women won the
world cup and the men beat South Africa
3:1 in the recent cricket test series.
Football: England’s women’s team
reached the semi-final of the European
Championship
British No. 1 Johanna Konta Wimbledon
semi-finalist.
Well done to them all.
Geraldine Johns

The Blue Cross, RSPCA and the RSPB
won an important legal case in May 2017
when the Supreme Court ruled that the
deceased’s wishes expressed in her will
should be upheld and should not be varied
so as to award “reasonable financial provision” to her daughter.
In this case the deceased had been
estranged from her daughter for over 25
years. In her will she bequeathed the bulk
of her estate to the three charities and
in a written letter to accompany her will
she confirmed her intention not to leave
money to her daughter.
This ruling confirms that individuals are
in general free to choose who will inherit
their property on their death and will
make it easier for charities to receive
future legacies.

Portsmouth Cats?

While admiring her two cats, a friend of
our daughter announced that he owned (if
a cat would concede to being owned) two
Portsmouth cats.
Naturally she was puzzled but he went
on to explain that Portsmouth cats have
thumbs!!
Of course the great god Google came
into play once more and it transpires that
there are indeed cats with thumbs which
were once considered ‘lucky’ by sailors
and so became ships cats!
Their official name is Polydactyl.
You read it here first…possibly.
Maxine Bonner

ANSWERS

“THE WASP”
RON MISSELLBROOK
A wasp was in our kitchen,
It was buzzing round the food.
My wife thought we’d be rid of it
By saying something rude.
I called it names, and swore at it
In past and future tense,
But it never understood a word,
It must have been quite dense.
I used a rolled up newspaper
To whack it out the door,
But missed and sent a china jug
Crashing to the floor.
I begged it, and implored it
To leave us all alone,
Then aimed a heavy shoe at it
And hit the telephone.
She said we mustn’t kill it,
For that would be a sin,
So she opened all the windows
And a dozen more flew in.
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PPA Officers & Committee
President
CYRIL SAUNDERS

Hon Life President - MURIEL DEACON

VICE PRESIDENT &
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Geraldine Johns
31 Down End Road, Drayton,
Portsmouth PO6 1HU
tel 92377840
iadine31@yahoo.co.uk

lavinia.legood@btinternet.com
Vice Chair and
Acting Secretary
Steve Bonner
42 Chetwynd Road,
Southsea PO4 0NB
tel 92816895
steve.bonner42@gmail.com

tel 92697343
roger.leaver143@btinternet.com

pompensa@virginmedia.com

Membership Secretary.
Lavinia Le-Good
69, Westwood Road,
Hilsea, PO2 9QP

Chair
Alan Burnett 8 Sussex
Road, Southsea PO5 3EX
tel 92837268
alanburnett@live.co.uk

Treasurer
Roger Leaver
143 Kirby Road, North End,
Portsmouth PO2 0PZ

Rob Birznieks
Website adviser
tel 02392 828503

Felicity McKenna
Membership Support
17 Dunn close Eastney,
PO49TX
felicity.mckenna@ntlworld.com

Cecille Chapman
Magazine distribution.

MURIEL COX
COMMITTEE MEMBER

tel 92733557

Surendra Zaveri
Membership Support 105
Shearer Road, Portsmouth
PO1 5LN
tel 07833 361502
Surendrazaveri@hotmail.com

Meals on Wheels

delivering delicious hot meals in partnership with

Enjoy delicious hot
meals delivered right to
your door. 7 days a week,
every day of the year.
• Full range of meals, including special diets
• Nutritionally balanced meals
• Safe & Well-being checks with every meal delivered
• Friendly delivery service is much more than just a meal!

For more information,
please call us on 02392 688390
Or visit www.mealsonwheels.info

MAGAZINE EDITOR
Maxine Bonner 42
Chetwynd Road, Southsea
PO4 0NB tel 92816895
the.bonners@tesco.net
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The campaign for a better deal for
Britain’s over sixties goes on.
You may well ask “what can I do about it?”
Firstly, Join the Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association
(Subscription: Just £5 a year – See below for details)
There’s strength in numbers! If you are able, get involved.

P.P.A. Meetings 2017

Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association and its officers are
determined to keep Pompey Pensioner on the map and Ideas,
suggestions and comments are welcome. Please send written
contributions for future editions of Pompey Pensioner to:

Our monthly meetings are held at 1.30 on the 1st Monday
of each month in the Council Chambers of the Guildhall,
unless the first Monday is a Bank Holiday. In this case the
meeting will be held on the Tuesday.
DISCLAIMER
All material published in The Pompey Pensioner (either in the
magazine and/or the website), including adverts, editorials,
articles and all other content is published in good faith. However
Pompey Pensioner accepts no liability for any errors or omissions
and does not endorse any companies, products or services that
appear in the publication or on the website.
Volunteers sought to join the Pompey Pensioner Magazine editorial
team. If you would like to become part of this very interesting project
which aims to produce 3 editions per year please contact either
Maxine Bonner tel: 023 92816895 email: the.bonners@tesco.net or
Geraldine Johns tel: 023 92377840 email: iadine31@yahoo.co.uk

Website
Keep up to date with PPA on our website

www.pompeypensioners.org.uk

Have
your say

Geraldine Johns
31 Down End Road,
Drayton , Portsmouth
PO6 1HU.
Email: iadine31@yahoo.co.uk

Maxine Bonner
42 Chetwynd Road,
Southsea PO4 0NB
tel 92816895
the.bonners@tesco.net

advertise in the next issue of
Circulation of 8k distributed at locations throughout Portsmouth
£55 for 1/8 page Landscape (65mm H x 95mm W)
£85 for 1/4 page Portrait (130mm H x 95mm W)
£150 for 1/2 page Landscape (130mm H x 190mm W)
£300 for full page Portrait (262mm H x 190mm W)
PDF or Hi resolution JPG required (300 dpi images for printing)
Please send print ready advertisements to the editors:
Geraldine Johns Email: iadine31@yahoo.co.uk
Maxine Bonner Email: the.bonners@tesco.net
or any committee member to advertise in our next issue.

Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association - JOIN US
The Campaigning Voice for Pensioners in Portsmouth

Meetings held in the Guildhall Council Chamber every first Monday of the month 1.30-3.30pm
• Speakers • Campaigns • Lobbies of Parliament • All welcome! Subscription £5.00 p.a.
If you are interested in joining the Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association please complete the membership form below
with a cheque for £5.00 made out to ‘Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association’ and send (with stamped addressed envelope) to:
Lavinia Le-Good ( membership secretary) 69,Westwood Road, Hilsea PO2 9QP.
Name:		

Date of birth _ _ /_ _ /_ _

Address:		
		
Postcode:
Tel No:

Email:

We give notice of monthly meetings of the Association to be held in Portsmouth Guildhall Council Chamber on the first Monday of every month except when
that Monday is a bank holiday. Throughout the year a variety of speakers attend our meetings with an opportunity for members to ask questions and debate
subjects of interest particularly to the older generation. The meetings begin at 1.30pm and are generally well attended so early arrival is recommended.
The meetings are structured formally but members are invited, indeed encouraged, to participate fully in all our discussions, so that we may better represent
the feelings of older people. Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association (PPA) is a campaigning organisation
Portsmouth Pensioners’ Association is affiliated to the National Pensioners’ Convention (NPC)

